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Advertiſement. 


7 F this Addreſs ſhould fall . 
to the Hands of any of the Follow- | 
ers of Mr. Weſley, all the Favour I 
beg of them is to read it with Atten- 
tion, and without Prejudice, and to 
regard me not as an Enemy, but 
A their affeftionate Brother in Chriſt, 
'till I give themReaſon, either by miſ- 
repreſenting Scripture, or by ſome 


other Means to think otherwiſe. 


1 


6 


A Serious and Friendly 
ADDRESS, &c.. 


Rina fir, 


Do in the ſincereſt Manner join with 
[ you in lamenting the great Decay of 

true vital Chriſtianity among us, and 
heartily wiſh Succeſs to all ſuch Attempts for 
the Revival of it, as are conſiſtent with the 
Word of God, and the real Intereſts of 
Mankind, And I truſt you will not be of- 
tended with me, if I think myſelf obliged to 
try every Doctrine I hear or read by the 
WRIT- 


(6) 
WRITTEN WORD, and openly 4 to 
declare my Diſſent fromevery important Point 
of Faith which is preſſed upon Chriſtians, by a. 
ny MAN whatever, without ſufficient Autho- 
rity from the Oracles of Gad.—T truſt you 
will not be offended with any Chriſtian who 
thinks himſelf obliged thus to act; nay, I 
know you cannot be offended, if you adhere 
to thoſe Sentiments you have publickly pro- 
feſſed to the World. I need not therefore 
make any Apology for declaring i in this pub- 
lic Manner, that there is a Doctrine of the 
utmoſt Moment, which is continually incul- 
cated by you in your printed Diſccurſes and 
Journals, and which, if I may judge by my 
own Ears, frequently makes a Part in the 
Diſcourſes of thoſe, who preach in YO UR 
NAME ;—That there is a Doctrine of this 


Sort, which tho' ſome Texts of Scripture | 


may ſeem to incline, towards it, will, 1 am 
perſuaded, if fairly weighed i in the Ballance 
F the Sanctuary, and tried, by the Word of 
God, be found wanting, 15 


The Doctrine I mean, as collected from 
your own Writings, and the Diſcourſes of 


your 


(9) 


your Aſſiſtants, is this, —* That every true 
Child of God, every one who indeed believ- 
eth on Jeſus, obtains an internal Knowledge, 
Senſe, and Feeling from the immediate Ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God upon his Soul, 
that ig Sins are forgiven and himſelf recon- 
ciled to God.—And that as a Conſequence 
of this, every one who has not obtained this 
internal Feeling of Forgiveneſs is not in a 
State-of Salvation, bur of Damnation.” 


I ſhall not, Sir, endeavour fo refute 
this Doctrine, by producing what this or that 
great Man of our own or any other Church 
hath ſaid or written concerning it, but I 
ſhall directly enquire, whether thoſe Paſſages 
of Scripture which are uſually brought in ſup- 
port of it, are ſufficient for that Purpoſe, and 
if upon fair Examination they ſhall appear not 
to be ſo, I hope you will give me Leave to 
conclude, that it is no Scripture-Dodrine, but, 
atbeſt, a mere Inventionof Man. The Texts of 
Scripture uſually cited to prove the Doctrine 
juſt mentioned, are Rom. viii. 16. The Spi- 


rit itſelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, that 


We 


— ——ͤ — — — 


awe are the Children of God.” Rom. v. 1. 
« Therefore being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God, thro our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” 1 John v. 10. © He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the Witneſs in bin- 
2 


1 place Rom. vii. 16, firſt, becauſe I ap- 
prehend it to be the great Bulwark of th 
Doctrine, and becauſe as ſuch, I ſhall haye 
occafion to dwell longer upon it, than o on the 
other two Paſſages. | 


| And here to * any Deceptien which 
may ariſe from the mere Sound of a ſingle 
Text without conſidering the Context, or 
from the artful joining it with other Paſſages, 
which tho' ſomewhat like it in Sound have 
little or no ConneRion with it in Senſe, I 
ſhall cite the whole Context from the Begin- 
ning of the Chapter, naked and without 
Comment, as it ſtands in our Tranſlation. 


Rom. viii, 1——17. 


I. There is therefore now no Condemna- 
tion to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, abo 
walk 


(9) 
walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 


Siri t. 


2. For the Law of the Spirit of Life, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the 
Law of Sin and Death. 


3. For what the Law could not do in that 
it was weak thro" the Fleſh, God [ending his 
own Son, in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and 
for Sin (Marg. by a Sacrifice for Sin) con- 
demned Sin in the Fleſh, 


4. That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 
be fulfilled, in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. 


6. For to be carnally minded is Death; 
but to be ſpiritually minded is Life and 


Peace, 


7. Becauſe the carnal Mind is Enmity a- 


gainſt God; for it is not ſubject to the Law of 


God, neither, indeed can be. 


8. So then they that are in the Fleſh can- 
net pleaſe God. 
B o. But 


(10) 

9. But ye are not in the Fleſh, but inthe 

Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell 

in you. Now if any Man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he 75 none of bis. 


10. And if Chriſt be in you, the Body i; 
dead, becauſe of Sin ; but the Spirit is Life, 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs. 


11. But if the Spirit of him that raiſed ub 
Jeſus from the Dead dwell in you, he that rai. 
fed up Chriſt from the Dead fhall alſo quicken 
your mortal Bodies, by ibis Spirit that duel- 
leth in you. ' 


12. Therefore, Brethren, we are Debtors, 
not to the Fleſh, to live after the Fleſh, 


13. For if ye Jive after the Fleſh, ye all 
die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the 
Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 


14. For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of Gad. 


15. For 


ll 
be 


'or 


( 22 } 
15. For ye have not received the Spirit of 
Bondage again to fear, but ye have received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, 


Father. 


16. The Spirit ttſelf beareth Witneſs 
with our Spirit, that we are the Children of 
God. 


17. And if Children then Heirs, Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. 


From this Paſſage, thus produced, the 
following Propoſitions are, I hope to every 
intelligent and attentive Perſon, indiſputable. 


1ſt. That the Apoſtle is, in Yer. 16, 
ſpeaking not of the Holy Spirit, conſidered as 
dictating the outward Word, but as received 
by (V. 15. See Gal. iv. 6.) dwelling in, 
(V. 9, 11.) and ſeading true Believers (V. 14.) 
Comp. 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 1. Eph, i. 13. iv. 
30. et alia. 


And therefore, 


B 2 2dly. 


( 12) 


2dly. That the Meaning of Yer. 16. is not 
that the Spirit in the Mord, bears Witneſs 
with (or to) our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God, But, 


3dly, That the plain Meaning is, that the 
Spirit of Adoption, the Spirit of Love to 
God, conſidered as our reconciled Father in 
Cbriſt. (See Gal, iv. 4, 5.) whereby alſo, 
even in the Midſt of Sufferings, (See V. 18.) 
we are like our bleſſed Lord himſelf, en- 
abled to cry, Abba, Father, (Mark xiv. 36.) 
that this Spirit of Adoption, this Love of G0 
is the Proof of our being the Sons of God. 
As St John allo aſſerts in the plaineſt Terms, 
I Epi/t. iv. 7, © Every one that LOVETH, 
« 5 BORN OF GOD.” See Ch, iv. 
12, 13. and Ch. iii, 23-4. 


So that the Witneſs of the Spirit bere men- 
toned, is the very ſame as what the Apoſtle 
calls (Rom. v, 5.) Te Love of God ſhed 
e abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Ghyft 
« which is given unto us,” A Love ati- 
fing, I with Joy confeſs, from this Principle, 


that 


4 


ws % ks 


( 13) 

that we love him, becauſe he firſt loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
for our Sins. 1 John, iv. 10, 19, a Love, 
derived from the Author of every good 
and perfect Gift, and which poor fallen 
Man cannot have, but through the Opera- 
tion of his Spirit, 


And, if this LOVE be really the Wit- 
neſs of the Spirit here mentioned by the Apo- 
tle, then, Sir, is it not (nor any Thing life 
what you aſſert it to be, in your Sermon, 
Vol. 1. Pp. 193, vz.) © An inward Impreſ- 
* fon on the Soul, whereby the Spirit of 
« God DIRECTLY witneſſes to my Spi- 
«rift that I am a Child of God; that 

« Jeſus Chriſt hath loved me, and given 
« himſelf for me; that all my Sins are 
e blotted out, and I, even I. am reconciled 


* to G OD.” 


You fay, indeed, in the fame Sermon, 
p. 195. © The Manner how the divine Te- 
ſtimony is manifeſted to the Heart, I do 
* not take upon me to explain. Such Know- 
tt edge is too wonder ful and excellent for me; 

, cannot 


— — — ¶ —— 
— —— — —<n>— 


(14) 
« T cannot attain unto it.” This, no doubt, 
you know, was ſpoken by the Royal Pro- 
phet, (P/. exxxix, 6.) on a quite different 
Occaſion from that, on which you have here 
quoted it, and therefore I ſuppoſe you cite it, 
not by way of Proof, but of Accommodation. 
But the following Words being almoſt the 
ſame with thoſe given by Chriſt, as an out- 
ward Emblem of the Holy Spirit, and his 
Operations, muſt not be paſſed over. The 
« ind bloweth, and I hear the Sound there- 
© of; but I cannot tell HOW it cometh, or 
* whither it goeth.” The Words as deli. 
vered by our Saviour to Nicodemus, John 
iii. 8. ſtand in our Tranſlation thus.“ * The 
« Wind bloweth where it liſtetbh, and thou 
« beareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell 
% W HENCE, (Nev, not HOW) i 
© cometh, and hither it . goeth : SO is 
«© EVERY ONE. that is born of the 
« Spirit.” If ſo—then by the way, hall 
we, or ſhall we not call it Preſumption 


— ..r. 


Te f --- mw. Spiritus ſpirat, Vulg. et Mont. and 
perhaps would, in Exg/i/b, be more properly tranſlated . The 
Air adleth or breatheth. 


or 


(15) 
or Delufion, for a Man to ſay „I was 
« converted by ſuch or ſuch a Text of 
« Scripture, by ſuch or ſuch a Sermon, 
« the Spirit cameinto my Heart from 
« THENCE, from that Hour I was 
born again.? 


. And though what * you ſay in the next 
Sentence, © As no one knoweth the Things of 
« a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man that is 
« in him; ſo the Manner of the Things of 
God knoweth no one, fave the Spirit of 
« God,” — Though this be certainly true, 
yet, Sir, if you would diligently attend to 
thoſe Deſcriptions given 1n the ſacred Scrip- 
tures by the holy Spirit of himſelf and his 
Operations, and which are frequently drawn, 
(as in the Paſſage juſt quoted from St. John) 
from thoſe of the material Spirit or Air, I 
m perſuaded you would not only under- 
ſtand them much better yourſelf, but be en- 
abled to explain them to others, in a more 
juſt and ſatisfactory Manner, according to the 


* You ſay, Becauſe the Apofile, 1 Cor. ii. 11. is ſpeaking of 
2 very different Point. 
faid 


(26) 
faid Deſcriptions: and not a Step further 
have you or any uninſpired MAN upon 
Earth, Authority to go. 


What follows (in Page 196.) “ But the 
« fact we know, namely, that the Spirit of 
« GOD does give a Believer ſuch a Tef- 
tc timony of His Adoption, that while it 15 
<« preſent to the Soul, he can no more doubt 
te the Reality of his Sonſhip, than he can 
© doubt of the Shining of the Sun, while 
« he ſtands in the full Blaze of his Beams.“ 
This Paſſage, I fay, is an Appeal to the in- 
ternal Senſations of Men, and therefore i 
quite beſide the preſent Queſtion. — If not, 
I aſk, where does the Scripture ſay, that the 
Spirit of GOD does give a Believer ſuch a 

Teſtimony of his Sonſhip, &c.? 


And here, Sir, permit me freely to aſk 
one Queſtion upon that Paragraph of your 
Sermon I have been now examining : — 
whether any Doctrine can be ſo abſurd or 
inconſiſtent with the whole Tenor of Scrip- 
ture, but a Man may prove it from Scripture, 


by jumbling Texts together, which have litiie 
| of 


— — — — — — — - — — _ 


(9) 

or no Connection with the Point in Hand- 
or with one another, eſpecially if he take 
the Liberty of altering any Words of thoſe 
Texts, as he ſees Occafion ? How far you 
are concerned in this Queſtion, let every n- 
prejudiced Perſon judge, from the Specimen 
above given. 


I proceed to the Conſideration of another 
Text, uſually produced for the internal Feel. 
ing of Forgiveneſs, namely, Rom. v. 1, 
% Therefore, being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” 


-- * 


The Context runs thus, Ch. iv. 23, Ge. 


23. Now it was not written for his (A- 
braham's) Sake alone, that it was imputed to 
lim. 


24. But for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be im- 
puted, if we believe on him that raiſed up 


Jeſus our Lord from the Dead. 


C 25. Who 


(28) 


25. Who was- delivered for our Offences, 
and was raiſed again for our Tuſtification, 


Chap. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by 
Paith, we have Peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


2. By wohom alſo we have Acceſs by Faith, 


into this Grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoice 


in Hope of the Glory of God.” 


The Point the Apoſtle is here upon, is, 
that all, both Jews and Gentzles, do as Abra- 
ham did, obtain imputed Righteouſneſs thro' 
Faith, and being juſtified by Faith, ſays he, 
we (Gentiles as well as Jews) have Peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Is there the leaſt Hint here of any internal 
Feeling of Forgiveneſs? Nothing like it. 
For how is it that we have Acceſs into this 
Grace (this Peace) wherein we ſtand ? The 
Apoſtle plainly tells us (Ch. v. 2.) not by 


any inward Senſation whatever, but by Faith, 
And 


And, moreover, ſo clearly explains his own 
Mcaning, Eph. ii. 11, Cc. that producing 
that Paſſage will be the beſt Comment on 


this before us, 


Eph. ii. 11 — 19. 
11. Wherefore, remember that ye being in 


Time paſt Gentiles in the Fleſh, who are called 
Uncircumciſion, by that which is called the Cir- 


cumciſion in the Fleſh, made by Hands; 


12. That at that Time ye <were without 
Chriſt, being Aliens from the Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Covenants of 
Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in 
the World : 


13. But now, in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſome- 
times were far off, are made nigh, by the Blood 


of Chriſt. 


14. For he is our Peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the middle 
Wall of Partition between us ; | 


C 2 15. Having 


(20) 
15. Having aboliſhed in his Fleſh the En. 
mity, even the Law of Commandments, con- 
tained in Ordinances, for to make in himſelf, 
of twain, one new Man, ſo making Peace, 


16. And that he might reconcile both unto 
God, in one Body by the Croſs, having ſlain the 
Enmity thereby. 


17. And came and preached Peace to you, 
which were afar off, and to them which were 


nigh. 


18. For thro him we both have an Acceſi 
by one Spirit unto the Father. 


Ig. Now therefore ye are no more Stran- 
gers and Foreigners, but Fellow-citizens with 


the Saints and of the Houſhold of God ; — 


Whence does the Apoſtle prove, that 
Chriſt, came and preached Peace to thoſe 
which were afar off, and ta them which were 
nigh ?. Becauſe thro' him we both (Gentiles 
and Jews) have an Acceſs by one Spirit unto the 

Father. 


6210 
Father,* And therefore the Word Peace 
relates not to any internal Senſation of our own 
Minds, but to the external Reconciliation 
purchaſed for us by the Blood of Chriſt, ( for 
hers our PEACE) and to the Liberty of 


addreflicg the Father thro' him, and by his 
Spirit. 


Do I then deny that PE ACE, which 
Chriſt, almoſt with his dying Breath, be- 
queathed to his Diſciples, ( Jobn xiv. 27.) 
that Peace of God 9ohich paſſeth all underſtand- 
inge that Peace in the Holy Gbojt, which is 
Part of the daily Bread of every true Chriſ- 
tian? Far from it: it is my earneſt Prayer, 
that ** the God of Hope may fill you, and all 
true Followers of Chriſt, with all Joy and 
« Peace in believing, that ye may abound in 


HOP E, through the Power of the Holy 
« Ghoſt,” | 


6 — 


* On this Verſe are two moſt judicious References to 
Heb. iv. 16. and x. 19, 20. And indeed the Keferences 
in our Bibles are the beſt © omment | am acquainted 
with, admirably adapted to the Uſe of thoſe who in Matters 
of eternal Moment, co not approve of reſting in any Man's 
Mord, but endeavour to obey the apofolic Injunction, of cem- 
ſaring ſpiritual I hings with ſpiritual, and our Saviour Com- 
mand of tearching the Scriptures. 

The 


(22) 

The /ingle Point I now inſiſt upon 
is, that the Peace mentioned Rom. v. 1. 
has no Relation to any internal Feeling of 
Forgiveneſs ; and whether it hath or not, I 
ſhall now leave to your Conſcience, and to 
the Conſciences of all thoſe who ſhall read 
this, in the Sight of God. And let thoſe 
that dare, trifle with, or adulterate (uE 
the certain Diftates of His Spirit. 


The third and laſt Text I ſhall at preſent 
conſider, is 1 John v. 10. He that believ- 
& eth on the Son of God hath the Witneſs in 


linſell. 


Rom. viii. 16. Gal. iv. 6. are the only 
other Paſſages I can find, where his internal 
Witneſs is mentioned, and therefore if the 
Apoſtle's Rule of comparing. ſpiritual Things 
with ſpiritual be admitted, I apprehend we 
cannot be greatly miſtaken in explaining the 
Witneſs here mentioned by St. Fohn, of that 
Flial Irving Spirit breathed into us by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; eſpecially as our Tranſlators, 
Men of no ſmall Attainments, both in Know- 
ledge and Piety, refer to Rom. viii. 16. and 
Gal. iv. 6. as parallel Paſſages. | 

We 


We know St. Jobn was the great Apoſtle 
of Love, His Goſpel is full of Love, his 
Epiſtles breathe the ſame loving Spirit al- 
moſt in every Line, It was this beloved 
Diſciple, of whom it is reported, that when 
he was ſo old that his Speech and Me- 
mory almoſt failed him, yet he would get 
into the Pulpit, and, if he could utter no- 
thing elſe, would repeat that endearing Sen- 
tence, Beloved, let us love one another, 


If then, another Apoſtle makes that 
bleſſed Spirit of Love the Witneſs of our 
being the Sons of God, can we expect that 
St. John will ſet up a different Witneſs? 
No ſurely. 


But I ſhall not reſt the Matter here, 
but endeavour, from St. John himſelf, to 
ſhew what he means by the 7nward Witneſs 
here mentioned. 


He himſelf then tells us, Ch, iv. 7. Every 
one that Ioveth is born of God. And again, 
Ver. 12, 13. F wwe love one another God dwel- 
leth in us—Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of 
bis Spirit. And yet again, Ver. 16. God is 

Love, 


(24) 

Love, ad be that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him, What then muſt be 
that Witneſs which be that believeth on the 
Son of God hath IN himſelf, but that filial 
loving Spirit? of which St. John proceeds to 
aſſert Ver. 11. * This is the Record ( Maprupua, 
the Subject of this Witneſs) that God bath 
given to us eternal Life, and this Life is in his 
Son,” which is exactly parallel with what 
we have before ſeen St. Paul affirms, ** The 
« Spirit itfelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, 
&« that we are the Children of God, and if 
« Children then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
« joint Heirs with Chriſt.” 


And is not this loving Spirit a Mark of 
the Children of God, in every Reſpect pre- 
ferable to that pretended internal Feeling of 
Forgiveneſs? If we love the Lord our God 
(as our reconciled Father in Chrift) with all 
our Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength, we can 
make no doubt of it, we do indeed feel 
this in a Manner intelligible to all Man- 
kind; who have any Affections at all. If 
we love our Neighbour as ourſelves, we can- 


not but fee/ that too. But I dare appeal to 
the 


(25) | 
the Hearts of thoſe who have been taught 
that the internal Fe eling of e 
is an indiſpenſable Mark f the Children 
of God, whether, tho“ perhaps they might 
fometimes imagine they had it, they have 


not at other Times, without any apparent 
Reafon; fallen into the greateſt Anxiety K 


Doubtfulneſs of Mind, concerning their A- 
doption and Regeneration, becauſe their Con- 
a ſcience told them, they hen had not that 
; Feeling; I believe ſome have ſuffered ſuch 
, Terrors on this Account, as no Words can 
f deſcribe, and ſuch as have almoſt, if not 
d quite, driven them to Diſtraficn, And if 

after all, this Doctrine be really falſe, will it 

be any Breach of Charity to apply that of 
f the Prophet Ezek: xiii. 22. With Lies ye 
- have made the Heart of the Righteous ſad; 
2 « zohom ] have not made ſad,” to thoſe who 


teach it ? Pardon my Plainneſs of Speech. 
If this internal Feeling of Forgiveneſs were a 
plain Doctrine of Scripture, however im- 
probable it might appear to my Reaſon, I 


n. ſhould moſt certainly conclude myſelt in 
If an unregenerate State becauſe I bad it not, 
in- and that it was therefore unintei/igible to me, 
to D becuauſs 


(26) 
becauſe I was not born again. But as I think 


ſufficient Evidence has not yet been produ- 
ced to prove it a Scripture Doctrine, I may 


humbly hope and believe (or in the Words of 
our Church have a ſure TRus r“ and Con- 
FIDENCE. in God) that by the Merits of 
Chrift my Sins be forgiven, and myſelf recon. 
ciled to the Favour of God, tho' I ti not 
this Feeling, nor ever had it. 


Thus, Sir, have I done what I propoſed, 
by examining thoſe Texts which are com- 
monly produced for this Doctrine in your 
Writings, and the Diſcourſes of your Al- 
ants, (for yourſelf I never heard). And! 
ſhall preſently leave you and the World to 
judge, whether they are ſufficient Evidence 

of the Point, to any who are not already en- 
liſted in a Party, or have not their Imagina- 
tions greatly heated, and their Judgments 
biaſſed by the continued and vebement Re- 
petition of this Doctrine. 


* Third Part of the Sermon of Salvation, 
We 


We 


(27) 

We know to what a horrid Length the 
Quakers run under Pretence of their inter- 
nal Light*. But at preſent I purpoſely avoid 
enlarging on the Conſequences which have, 
or probably may attend your Doctrine of in- 
ward Feeling ſo zealouſly propagated ; the 
Conſequences, I mean either to the Souls of 
thoſe who believe it, or to the outward 
Peace of the Community in general. For to 
you, who profeſs yourſelf a Member, and are 
a Prieſt of the Church of England, and 
whom as ſuch I honour and reverence, I 
need not I truſty in order to confute or per- 
ſuade you to abandon a Doctrine of this Sort, 
make uſe of any other Argument than that 
it is not © read in Scripture, nor may be pro- 
ved thereby.” And of this Sort I take the 
internal Feeling of 'Forgrveneſs to be, and ſhall 
continue ſo to think, till clearer and ſtrong- 
er Evidence than I have yet ſeen or heard, is 
produced from Scripture for it. From Scrip- 
tur, I fay, for the Heart of Man is ſo very 
deceitful, and his Strength of Imagination fo 


—— 


* Vide Leſley's Snake in the Graſs, and the ſeveral De- 
fences of it. 


D 2 great, 


(628) 
great, that if Thouſands were to join ia ef- 
firming, yea calling God to Witneſs that they 
| had it, it would by no Means prove to 
nor I believe to any conſjderate Man, that 
4] God's Children had it, and that a Man 
who had it not was in a State of Damnution. 


How often, I might. ſay, how conſtantly 
this Doctrine is inculcated by your Aſſiſtants, 
you well know. I. believe they rarely 
preach, without mentioning, - yea inſiſting 
upon it ; and I think it ſo extremely flatter- 
ing to the Heart of fallen Man, that Lam not 
at all ſurprized, that many earneſtly wiſh, | 
and then believe it to be true; and if they 
are not of a ſanguine Temper, and fo cannot 
work themſelves up to a Fancy, that they 
have this Feeling, tis no Wonder that they 
fall into the molt ſhocking Terror and Per- 
plexity of Soul. On the other Hand, you 


are ſo well acquainted with the Nature of 
the human Mind, as to be ſenſible that an 
iuternal Feeling or ſomething nat diſtinguiſh: 
able therefrom, may frequently be produced 
in it, by perpetual Attention to, and eager 
Deſire of the ſaid Feeling. O] let us not 

SEE” 


„ 

ſet up ſuch an uncertain, I think I may now 
ay unſcriptural, Witneſs. of our Adoption, 
inſtead of, or in Conjunction with the S PI- 
RIT of LOVE, the true Scripture Wits 
peſo. 1 hope, you will not {ce Reaſon to 
concltde that 'I am actuated by any other 
Spirit in what I have here written. And in 
the ſame Spirit of Love, I beg leave to pro- 
poſe to you the following Queries, which, 

wich all due Deference, I would recommend 
to. r. ſerious . zl ve 


— .(\ VR 


Whether you did . nike the 
Doctrine of = Tateriul Feeling of Forgive 
ws, from the Seriptutes or from * Mora- 


Nan Brethren | ? end 


Whether this Doctrine be not abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with that of Jubi Heation by Faiths 
ſince it aſſerts that a Man is in a State of 
Damnation, who does not Ann. and feel his 
dins forgiven. . .So making not faith, but in- 
ternal Knowledge and feeling. the — 
of Juſtification? | 51 


Whether 
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Whether internal and intuitive Knowledge 

be not the great Bait, wherewith Satan haz 
ſeduced the more ſpiritual Part of Mankind 
from the Temptation of Eve (Gen. iii. 5.) to 
the preſent Time, and which, to ſuch, he 
has conſtantly ſet up, in ſome Shape or other, 
in Oppoſition to Faith? 


And, laſtly, whether Deiſis and Enthy. 
fiafts (by whom I mean ſuch Perſons as pre. 
tend to the Spirit, or any Degree thereof, 
without producing ſufficient Evidence) — 
Whether Deiſts and Enthuſigſts are not more 


nearly related than is commonly __ 
hended ? 


As I am not conſcious to myſelf of ha- 
ving in any Reſpect, miſrepreſented either 
your Doctrines, or thoſe of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures ; ſo have I no Excuſe to make on 
that Account, for what I have written, If 
I am m/taken in any Particular, you will find 
me upon Admonition and Conviction, very 
ready to retract, 


J have 


— ——— ʒ — —— —— 
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] have nothing more to add at preſent 
but that I am, | 


Reverend Sir, 
Nour Sincere Friend, 


And Well-wiſher in Chriſt, 


Joux PARK nus r. 


ave 


* 


— * 


N 
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